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Report Highlights: 

The Government of India’s (GOI) Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) introduced 

new procedures for its Food Import Clearance System (FICS).  Under the new process, exporters can 

“self-declare” the category for their respective exports from a prescribed list of “annexures” as a 

condition for obtaining a provisional ‘No-Objection-Certificate’ (NOC) from FSSAI.  Previously 

exporters were required to provide a notarized affidavit to obtain an NOC under the FICS.   
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Executive Summary:  
 

On April 9, 2015, FSSAI published on its website an order to update its procedures for the issuance of 

provisional NOCs for imported food consignments.  NOCs are required by FSSAI as a pre-requisite for 

initiating the product approval process.  According to the new requirements, exporters must self-declare 

on plain paper the intended end use of their specific product, based on a variety of categories.  

Previously, exporters were required to provide similar information on notarized affidavits.  FSSAI 

expects that this action by the importers will ease the process of his/her application in the FICS.    

  

General Information:  
 

FSSAI’s order, which is dated March 27, 2015, replaces the earlier requirement which stipulated that 

exporters’ must provide notarized affidavits to obtain provisional NOCs under the FICS.  Exporters are 

now required to provide the category, or annexure, which best describes how their consignment will be 

used in India on standard paper.  The following provides the various categories of purpose that an 

exporter can choose: 

  

i. Food consignment meant for display purpose in trade fair/exhibition (Annexure 3) 

ii. Food consignment meant for personal use (Annexure 4) 

iii. Food consignment containing bulk packages and not having representative sample (Annexure 5) 

iv. Food consignment containing bulk packages and having representative sample (Annexure 6) 

v. Food consignment meant for research and development purposes (Annexure 7) 

vi. Food consignment for 100% export/re-export (Annexure 8) 

vii. Food consignment meant for sports events (Annexure 9) 

viii. Food consignment meant for accelerated clearance by accredited importer (Annexure 10) 

ix. Food consignment meant for accelerated clearance by importer (Annexure 11) 

 

The full text of FSSAI’s order dated March 27, 2015 is attached below and is also available on FSSAI’s 

website: http://www.fssai.gov.in/. 

  

(NOTE: Although the FSSAI order is dated March 27, 2015, it was not actually posted on FSSAI’s 

website until April 9, 2015.) 

 

http://www.fssai.gov.in/


 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
  

 


